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	DALGETY PUBLIC SCHOOL
Fair Discipline Policy 


Purpose:- To promote and foster the development of self esteem and self discipline. 

Date:- September, 2004: Reviewed May 2006; reviewed July 2007
Aims:
· To establish a framework for discipline and communicate this structure to the school community. 

· The teachers should maintain classroom procedures and practices, understood by staff and students. 

· For children to develop their own School Rules (Rights and Responsibilities) and to enhance their knowledge, understanding and concern for those rules. 

· To encourage the children in their understanding of appropriate and inappropriate behaviour. 

· To ensure that recognition is given to those with acceptable, positive behaviour and general good manners. 

· To ensure that children are aware that continuing unacceptable, inappropriate behaviour is their choice and will result in specific consequences. 

Implementation:-
THE CODE
1 The school will provide a stable, safe and ordered environment within which students learn effectively and behave responsibly through the development of rules and procedures applying to such things as: 

· classroom and playground behaviour 

· safety in the playground and classrooms 

· travelling to and from school 

· the use of unacceptable language 

· the wearing of approved dress and uniforms 

· regular and punctual attendance 

· the non-use of drugs including tobacco and alcohol 
· excursions
2 The school will promote national pride and develop in students a sense of common purpose through:

· the celebration of national days and events

· providing opportunities to appreciate Australian literature, music, art and drama

· promoting Aboriginal perspectives within the curriculum

· holding school assemblies

· recognising and respecting the national flag, anthem and emblems

3 The school will maintain positive relationships within the school community through:

· keeping the community aware of school activities

· providing community access to the school

4 The school will encourage students to develop self discipline by accepting responsibility for their own behaviour through:

· the recognition and praise for good behaviour 

· developing clear, fair and consistent ways of dealing with unacceptable behaviour

· providing students with opportunities to:

· practise making responsible decisions

· develop and display initiative

· work independently

· co-operate in group efforts.

5 The school will foster in the students a feeling of belonging to the school and its community through:

· encouraging students to take part in school activities such as excursions, concerts 

· involving students in community activities

· expressing school rules in language that emphasises the ways in which they can benefit students

· presenting and implementing school rules in a way that leads to an understanding and acceptance of reasonable laws and regulations of the wider community.

· encouraging students to comply with the school's general standards of dress

· promoting an understanding of the rights and responsibilities of living in a democratic society

6 The school will insist on responsible student behaviour and will develop practices which prevent irresponsible behaviour through:

· the establishment of a discipline policy that includes a range of consequences appropriate to the age and stage of development of the student and the context and severity of the offence. 

7 The school will develop practices that will encourage the students to value the personal dignity and worth of themselves and others through:

· actively encouraging the students to achieve their personal best and pursue excellence

· establishing teaching and learning programs that will provide opportunities for all students to value themselves and others

· provide opportunities for students to develop a realistic and comprehensive self concept and self esteem 

· encouraging respect for the individual 

· providing experiences that develop skills in problem solving
· training students to improve their speaking and listening skills

8 The school will provide opportunities for all students to develop a respect for the values that underpin our society and its laws through educating the students about

· accepting lawful and just authority

· showing respect for the rights and property of others

· conforming to the accepted rules and requirements of the school

· actively pursuing a peaceful resolution to conflict

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
As this school is a safe place
	RIGHTS OF PUPILS AND OTHERS 
	RESPONSIBILITIES OF PUPILS
	RESPONSIBILITIES OF SCHOOL & STAFF
	RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTS & COMMUNITY

	I have the right to go about my business without interference, either physical or verbal, and without having my clothing or equipment damaged, stolen or interfered with
	To respect other person's rights and not hit, kick threaten or insult them. 

Objects that might be considered dangerous such as guns and knives are to be left at home.
To care for my own equipment and to report any losses.

To respect others' property.

To return or hand in any articles that I have found. 

To play safely
	To respect other person's rights and not hit, threaten or insult them. 

To ensure that equipment is cared for, is stored safely, is in good repair, and appropriate. OHS policy
To ensure that children are taught general safety precautions and rules with regards to equipment. 

To respect school property.

To ensure that any items taken from children are returned.

To supervise the playground. Supervision Policy
	To respect other person's rights and not hit, threaten or insult them. 

To support the school.

To ensure that the children are aware of inappropriate articles being brought to school.

To ensure that all children's clothing is marked.

	I have the right to work and play in a clean and tidy environment
	To help keep the buildings and grounds clean, tidy and safe without being asked.
	To help keep the buildings and grounds clean, tidy and safe without being asked. OHS policy
	To support the school in keeping grounds and buildings clean, tidy and safe.

	The school has a duty to prohibit pupils from smoking and using illegal drugs
	To observe the school rules about smoking, alcohol and the use of drugs. 
	To observe the school rules about smoking, alcohol and the use of drugs. Drug Policy
	To observe the school rules about smoking, alcohol and the use of drugs.

	I have the right to travel to and from school safely
	To consider the safety of myself and others when coming to and from school
	To ensure children leave school safely. Supervision Policy
	To support the school's procedures for departure and arrival at school.


As this school is a place of learning
	RIGHTS OF PUPILS AND OTHERS 
	RESPONSIBILITIES OF PUPILS
	RESPONSIBILITIES OF SCHOOL & STAFF
	RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTS & COMMUNITY

	I have the right to a balanced education.
	To arrive on time with my books and equipment.
	To provide an appropriate and balanced program of work. Programming Policy
	To support the school's program of work.

	All pupils have the right to learn in an ordered and peaceful
atmosphere
	To strive to do my best always.
	To support and encourage students to do their best through acknowledgement of effort. 
	To support and encourage students to do their best through
acknowledgement of effort.

	The teacher has the right to teach lessons without disruptions.
	To co-operate with all other pupils and teachers 
To follow all of the teachers instructions immediately

To move quietly, quickly & directly between lessons or at the end of a break.
	To have an effective discipline plan in each classroom and to treat all children fairly. 
	To support the school's Discipline plan.

	My parents have the right to receive all communications from the school.
	To deliver promptly all bulletins, information sheets or messages to my home.
	To ensure children receive school bulletins, information sheets and messages.
	To read and respond to school communications.

	All members of staff, parents, pupils and members of the public have the right to expect politeness and respect.
	To speak and act with courtesy and respect to others 

To be appropriately dressed.
	To speak and act with courtesy and respect to others 

To be appropriately dressed.
	To speak and act with courtesy and respect to others. 

To try and have children in school uniform.

	I have the right to expect the school grounds, buildings and
equipment be kept in good order.
	To take care of the school buildings, grounds and equipment and to encourage others to do so. 

To report any damage.

To pay for damage I have maliciously caused.
	To take care of the school buildings, grounds and equipment and to encourage others to do so. 

To report any damage.

To pay for damage I have maliciously caused.
	To take care of the school buildings, grounds and equipment and to encourage others to do so. 

To report any damage.

To pay for any damage I have maliciously caused.


As school attendance is compulsory
	RIGHTS OF PUPILS AND OTHERS 
	RESPONSIBILITIES OF PUPILS
	RESPONSIBILITIES OF SCHOOL & STAFF
	RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTS & COMMUNITY

	The school has a right to insist that I attend all lessons..
	· To bring a note if I am away from school or am late. 

· To stay within the school grounds except if given permission to leave by a staff member 

· To inform the class teacher if there is any change in where or when I normally go home 
	· To maintain an accurate register of attendance as per Departmental requirements. Roll marking policy 

· To provide adequate supervision. Supervision policy 

· To encourage children to inform of changes in where or when they go home. 

· To ensure messages are passed on to children. 
	· To provide a note for all absences. 

· To support the school in ensuring that children remain in school grounds. 

· To keep the school informed of any changes in normal routine. 


Consequences
Sometimes pupils break school rules. When this happens there needs to be some form of conseqence so that the pupils are reminded of the rules of the school and of their responsibilities to help keep those rules.

A set list of penalties cannot be drawn up to cover all possible infractions of school rules and all circumstances contributing to these infractions. Generally, the following sanctions will apply to breaches of school rules. Whilst these are arranged in a descending order of action it does not follow that this order will be rigidly followed. Each situation that occurs must be judged on its effect on the total school population and on individual children.
To be included in excursions students must be able to demonstrate appropriate behavior whilst at school. A student will receive reminders and given the opportunity to behave appropriately. Due to higher safety risks of excursions teachers cannot allow students to participate in excursions if a student is unable to follow teachers’ instructions within the schoolyard. Parents will be notified of their child’s inappropriate behavior and exclusion from excursions. 
STRATEGIES FOR DEALING WITH UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOUR
1. Reminding of school rules 

2. Reprimand 

3. Time Out - removal from playground for short period 

4. Formal Detention Period - parental note and set work. 

5. Parental Interview 

6. Referral to District School Counsellor 

7. Individual Program 

8. Suspension 

9. Expulsion 
* exclusion from excursions of any student unable to behave appropriately within schoolyard due to safety concerns.
Strategies to Recognise & Reinforce Student Achievement
The following are examples of strategies that are used by this school:

· classroom merit awards. 

· recognition at assemblies. 

· stickers/stamps. 

· special privileges. 

· reward schemes. 

 Policy: Memorandum to Principals: 4/011 - Suspension, Exclusion and Expulsion of Students from School (Departmental Procedures).
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